
Electronic Display Boards 
 
Background Information 
 
There are 3 existing traditional noticeboards in Beckenham town centre.  One at 
Beckenham Junction, one adjacent to M&S and one outside the Odeon Cinema.  
There have been some issues with these notice boards relating to the notices not 
being viewable due to the height of the boards and condensation.  The notices also 
have to be manually inserted and the height of the lock has proven to be problematic.  
The Beckenham Working Group has therefore requested further information and 
costs associated with replacing the traditional notice boards with electronic display 
boards.  
 
Information and quotes have been obtained from three companies.  All three 
companies offer static or interactive display boards in a variety of sizes.  Content can 
be uploaded manually by USB or remotely via the Cloud.  Content can be static or 
rolling (the time that each image is displayed can be controlled).  Display boards can 
be portrait or landscape, double-sided or single-sided.  The display boards have the 
capacity to generate an income stream through advertising. 
 
The quotes outlined are for static, single-sided boards with rolling content, uploaded 
via the Cloud.  Each company provides technical support and remote monitoring for a 
period of 3 years.  Subsequently there will be ongoing annual costs related to remote 
monitoring and technical support.  Options for both free standing and wall-mounted 
boards have been provided.  It must also be noted that planning permission will be 
required to replace the existing notice boards with electronic display boards.   
 
 
Digital Media Systems 

 Free standing board  
47” Single-sided, portrait display screen with tempered glass, sunlight 
readable LED display and anti-reflective coating 
Ambient light sensor 
Anti-graffiti coating 
Climate controlled (working temperature -40°C to +75°C) 
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation, delivery and configuration and training  
3 year technical support and remote management  
3 year warranty 
External dimensions 2.2m high, 0.5m deep, 0.8m wide (screen mid-
point is always at eye-level of an average male regardless of screen 
size) 

  Foundations to be prepared by LBB ready for installation 
  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 

£21,412 (approx. 10yr lifespan)  
or £14,599 (without climate control) approx. 6yr lifespan 

 



 
 Wall mounted board 

47” Single-sided, portrait display screen with tempered glass, sunlight 
readable LED display and anti-reflective coating 
Ambient light sensor 
Anti-graffiti coating 
Air conditioned (working temperature -25°C to +40°C) 
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation, delivery and configuration and training  
3 year technical support and remote management  
2 year warranty 
External dimensions 1.4m high, 0.2m deep, 0.8m wide (screen mid-
point is always at eye-level of an average male regardless of screen 
size) 

  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 
£14,599 approx. 6yr lifespan 

 

 
James Hogg Display 

 Free standing board  
47” Single-sided, portrait display screen with sunlight readable display 
and anti-reflective coating 
Vandal proof 
Air conditioned operates up to 40°C  
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation and delivery  
3 year technical support and remote monitoring  
3 year warranty 
Approx. 6yr lifespan 
External dimensions 1.8m high, 0.5m deep, 0.8m wide  

  Foundations to be prepared by LBB ready for installation 
  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 
 
 
 
 
 



 £7,973 
 

 
 

 Wall mounted board 
47” Single-sided, portrait display screen with sunlight readable display 
and anti-reflective coating 
Vandal proof 
Air conditioned operates up to 40°C  
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation and delivery  
3 year technical support and remote monitoring  
3 year warranty 
Approx. 6yr lifespan 
External dimensions 1.4m high, 0.15m deep, 0.6m wide  

  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 
 £6,013 
 

 
 
Spectra Display 

 Free standing board  
47” Single-sided, portrait display  
Sunlight readable 
Air conditioned (working temperature -20°C to +50°C) 
Anti-reflective glass 
Vandal proof 
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation and delivery  
3 year technical support and remote monitoring  
3 year warranty 
Approx. 6yr lifespan 
External dimensions 1.9m high, 0.5m deep, 0.8m wide  

  Foundations to be prepared by LBB ready for installation 



  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 
 £6,495 
 

 
 

 Wall mounted board  
47” Single-sided, portrait display  
Sunlight readable 
Air conditioned (working temperature -20°C to +50°C) 
Anti-reflective glass 
Vandal proof 
3G broadband connectivity  
Installation and delivery  
3 year technical support and remote monitoring 
3 year warranty 
Approx. 6yr lifespan 
External dimensions 1.5m high, 0.14m deep, 0.7m wide  

  Data SIM contract between supplier and LBB (approx. £20 per month) 
 £5,044 
 

 
 
 
 
Summary 
 
The main difference between the products outlined is that Digital Media Systems 
provides a climate-controlled product rather than just air conditioned.  This enables 
the display board to run at a constant optimum temperature resulting in a longer 
lifespan.   
 
Digital Media Systems have installed similar display boards in Sidcup Town Centre, 
in the London Borough of Bexley and in variety of other town centre locations.  The 
other companies were unable to provide examples of display boards installed in town 
centre locations.   
 
Each company offers remote monitoring and technical support for 3 years.  Digital 
Media Systems also provides remote management allowing the content to be 



uploaded by local stakeholders and/or remotely by Digital Media Systems.  Spectra 
Display provided a screenshot of their remote monitoring system however this 
showed only 8 of the 22 units working.  After the 3 year period of technical support 
and remote monitoring has finished there will be ongoing costs in the region of £700 
per annum.  Advertising revenue could be generated from the display boards to 
offset the initial installation costs or to fund future ongoing annual costs.      
 
Once established the Beckenham Business Improvement District (BID) may be 
interested in managing content on the electronic display boards and also meeting the 
ongoing annual costs. 
 
As an alternative the existing notice boards could be replaced by like-for-like 
traditional notice boards that are lower in height and with a lower lock.  This may not 
necessarily solve the condensation issues and the notices will still have to be 
manually inserted.  A traditional noticeboard would not require planning permission 
and would cost in the region of £1,500 for each board. 
 
If electronic display boards are the desired option and budget allows I would 
recommend the Digital Media Systems product.  They appear to be the market 
leaders in this field, with reliable and successfully running local examples of the 
product.  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


